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presents that schoolboy nature has changed but little in two thousand years, 
and that not a few of the pedagogical "discoveries" of these progressive times 
are really venerable with age. 

George Miller Calhoun 
University of Texas 



A Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Libraries of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. By Edgar J. Goodspeed with the assist- 
ance of Martin Sprengling. Chicago : University of Chicago 
Press, n.d. [1912]. 8vo, pp. 11+128. 

This excellently printed catalogue, prepared with all the scrupulous care 
for accuracy and scholarship that we have learned to expect from Professor 
Goodspeed, describes 99 MSS, and adds three letters purporting to be by 
Raphael, of which the authenticity is at best doubtful. Forty-five of the MSS 
are Latin and twelve Greek. The rest are divided among various other lan- 
guages, and include a Saga of St. Olaf in Icelandic, and a Quran in Arabic. Few 
of the Latin and Greek MSS are of classical authors, but in the Latin list are 
found a Horace, a Juvenal, a Lucan, and an Ovid {De remedio amoris). The 
Greek papyri and oriental MSS in the Haskell Oriental Museum are reserved 
for separate treatment. 

Perhaps an additional note on the miscellaneous Latin MS numbered 12 
(chart., saec. xv-xvi) may not be out of place even here. The MS is of some 
interest to students of Roman topography, even though it will contribute 
nothing of scientific value to our knowledge of the texts concerned. 

The first tractate in the order of the volume professes to be a part (from 
books vi and vii) of the Fasti of "Sextus Clodius." As a matter of fact it appears 
to be taken from the Polistoria (in ten books) of Iohannes Caballinus de 
Cerronibus, a writer of the fourteenth century. Excerpts from this topo- 
graphical part of his work may be conveniently consulted in Urlichs' Codex 
Urbis Romae Topographicus (Wiirzburg, 1871), pp. 139 ff. The historical 
preface, which ascribes the first settlement on the site of Rome to Noah, may 
be traced backward through the Middle Ages to pious epitomators who jumbled 
together Christian and heathen fancies: the topographical description of 
Rome which follows depends finally upon the twelfth-century document 
commonly called the MirabUia Romae, or upon its second edition, the Graphia 
aureae urbis Romae. There are other extant examples of these revampings 
of MirabUia and Graphia. How this excerpt came to have the name of Sextus 
Clodius prefixed to it I do not know; but this was the age of false attributions 
of similar works, and I suspect that the original superscription had been omitted 
from a previous copy, and an enthusiastic scholar filled the evident lacuna 
by borrowing from antiquity a known name, being prompted in the selection by 
the analogy of "Sextus Rufus," whom I mention below. It is rather too early 
to suspect a purposely misleading attribution. 
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The third member in the MS collection, Sexti Ruffi de Urbe opusculum, is 
another and better known example of a genuine and ancient work posing 
unwillingly under a false attribution. It is a copy of a document of which 
the original title is unknown, but which was called as early as the eighth 
century Curiosum urbis Romae — a brief enumeration of the principal monu- 
ments of the city in each of the fourteen Augustan regions, together with certain 
statistical summaries and appendixes. The original compilation dates from 
the first half of the fourth century. Flavius Blondus (1388-1463) found in the 
library at Monte Cassino a copy of Curiosum apparently without title, but 
following in the same miscellaneous volume a breviary ascribed to a certain 
Sextus Rufus. So he attributed the Curiosum to the same writer, and this 
attribution long held sway among scholars. 

The Chicago MS is really not a bad copy of Curiosum, as such copies go. 
It is free from mediaeval interpolations, and though it contains, of course, many 
blunders, they appear to be such as would without undue carelessness arise 
out of the reading by an unskilled scribe of strange words in a strange hand. 
They are easily explicable, and most of them (except in the numeral statistics) 
could be readily corrected, if we had no earlier and better MSS of the docu- 
ment. The text has a number of the characteristic earmarks of one of the good 
MSS of Curiosum (Vaticanus 3227, saec. ix, which lacks title), and must be 
judged to be of its class. Perhaps it is hardly worth while to determine the 
genealogy more precisely. Elmer Truesdell Merrill 

University of Chicago 

The Year's Work in Classical Studies: 1914. Edited by Cyril 
Bailey. London: Murray, 1915. Pp. xii+187. 2s.6rf.net. 

This volume, now appearing for the ninth successive year, is one which 
no live teacher of classics can afford to be without. It is probably true that 
no one of us can be a specialist in all of the twenty subjects here represented; 
but we must be interested in all of them, and deeply interested in some, if we 
are to do effective work. The volume covers practically every field of classical 
activity. The articles are brief, more or less popular, and in general well 
written. They give an excellent summary of the work done and of the more 
important articles and books published during the year. The present reviewer, 
who has made a study of book catalogues and notices, is astonished to find 
how many valuable books on matters of the greatest interest to him have not 
previously come to his attention. 

The editor of the volume for 1013, Mr. Cyril Bailey, Fellow of Balliol 
College, Oxford, continues the work for 1014. In the preface he explains that 
the form and contents of the previous issues have been to some extent modified 
in this one. The expansion of the work in classical fields has been great in 
recent years, and the articles dealing with these interests had become too long 
and too technical for the general reader. In this volume, therefore, only the 



